
Advanced Placement World History
Mr. Mita  

Course Description:
AP World History is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester introductory 

college or university world history course. In AP World History students investigate 
significant events, individuals, developments, and processes in six historical periods 
from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present. Students develop and use the same 

skills, practices, and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and 
secondary sources; developing historical arguments; making historical comparisons; 
and utilizing reasoning about contextualization, causation, and continuity and change 

over time. The course provides five themes that students explore throughout the 
course in order to make connections among historical developments in different 

times and places: interaction between humans and the environment; development 
and interaction of cultures; state building, expansion, and conflict; creation, 

expansion, and interaction of economic systems; and development and 
transformation of social structures. 

1.Content Areas 

�
2. Course Resources

Textbook:  Robert W. Strayer & Eric W. Nelson Ways of the World with Sources for 
AP 3rd Edition, New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2016. 

Additional Resources:
Articles from the Journal of World History

<http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu/t-journal-of-world-history.aspx>
Articles from World History Connected

<http://worldhistoryconnected.press.illinois.edu>
Articles from Annenberg Learner 

<http://www.learner.org/courses/worldhistory/> 

IV. Concept Outline
The concept outline is structured around six chronological periods, each composed of key 
concepts typically encountered in college-level world history courses. In order for students to 
develop an understanding of these concepts, teachers will need to select specific historical 
figures, groups, events, developments, and processes—and the primary and secondary source 
documents through which they can be examined—that enable students to investigate them. 
In this way, AP teachers create their own local curriculum for AP World History.

Historical Periods
The historical periods, from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present, provide a temporal 
framework for the course.

The instructional importance and assessment weighting for each period varies.

Period Period Title Date Range Weight

1 Technological and Environmental 
Transformations

to c. 600 B.C.E. 5%

2 Organization and Reorganization of Human 
Societies

c. 600 B.C.E. to 
c. 600 C.E.

15%

3 Regional and Interregional Interactions c. 600 C.E. to c. 1450 20%

4 Global Interactions c. 1450 to c. 1750 20%

5 Industrialization and Global Integration c. 1750 to c. 1900 20%

6 Accelerating Global Change and Realignments c. 1900 to the Present 20%

Using the Concept Outline to Plan Instruction
In the pages that follow, thematic learning objectives are provided to show teachers how the 
learning objectives can be applied to the various statements in the concept outline, and to 
also help teachers make thematic connections across the outline’s chronology.

The illustrative examples (set out in the third column of the outline) provide optional 
examples of possible individuals, events, developments, geographic regions, and/or historical 
processes teachers might choose to address for a particular concept. These illustrative 
examples are included to demonstrate a variety of examples from different geographic regions 
and/or to expand on content that may be less familiar to teachers. Teachers may opt to use 
these illustrative examples or others of their own choosing.
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MATERIALS: 

A) BINDER: 
A 2 inch Binder (preferably a 3 inch binder) in necessary for this course, because the 
majority of notes and resources will be in the form of handouts.  Students are 
expected to have their notebooks divided into 6 sections based on the time periods 
of the course PLUS a reference section for helpful guides on how to approach the 
assessments of the AP World exam for a TOTAL OF 7 SECTIONS.

Reference Section: 
Themes, Thinking Skills, Dates, Writing Guides (SAQ, DBQ, & LEQ), ect… 

Section 1: 
PERIOD 1: Technological and Environmental Transformations to c. 600 B.C.E.  

Section 2:
PERIOD 2: Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies c. 600 B.C.E. to c. 

600 C.E.  

Section 3: 
PERIOD 3: Regional and Interregional Interactions c. 600 C.E. to c. 1450 

Section 4: 
PERIOD 4: Global Interactions c. 1450 to c. 1750  

Section 5: 
PERIOD 5: Industrialization and Global Integration c. 1750 to c. 1900  

Section 6:
PERIOD 6: Accelerating Global Change and Realignments c. 1900 to the PRESENT  

B) A SET OF HIGHLIGHTERS: There is a tremendous amount of reading done in this 
course and it is strongly suggested that students have: Yellow, Green, Blue, Pink, 
Orange, and Purple highlighters to aid in their studies.  

3. Grading Policy and Expectations

Students will be graded as follows:

•10%     Homework  
•30%    Quizzes 
•30%    Tests and Projects 
•30%    Participation and Essays: Classwork, Class Discussion, Individual   
              Presentations, Essay Assignments and Independent Research
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Classroom Policy

1.Attendance is required on a daily basis.  Excessive absenteeism will affect your 
grade.  If you are not in class you are not learning the material.

2.If you missed class, you must come talk to me to find out what has to be made 
up.  If you do not make up missed assignments you will be given a zero.  If you 
miss class on the day of a test or quiz, you need to see me after class to schedule 
a make up time.

3.If you cut class you will NOT be able to make up any work.  You will receive a zero 
for any assignments(s) that you missed.

4.Lateness to class is intolerable!  Excessive lateness will result in after school 
detention and/or parental contact.

5.Be prepared for class!  That means bring your textbook, notebook, homework, pen 
or pencil, and whatever else is needed for class that day.

**GRADING AND ACCOUNTABILITY WILL BE HELD AT THE COLLEGIATE 
LEVEL. I WILL NOT EXPECT OR ACCEPT ANY EXCUSES FOR NOT BEING 

PREPARED. STUDENTS TAKE FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR ACADEMIC 
ENGAGEMENT AND INVOLVEMENT AT THIS LEVEL. THIS IS A STRENUOUS 

COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSE AND ALL WORK MIUST BE COMPLETED ON TIME.
 

6. Cheating and Plagiarizing: 
Unless otherwise specified as group work, all content or submitted homework, 
assignments, quizzes, and tests will be the creation of the individual whose name 
appears on the paper.  Those attempting to copy or steal answers or to pass off 
someones else’s ideas as their own will immediately receive a ZERO and be directed 
to the principle for further disciplinary action.  Also, students willfully allowing others 
to do so will face similar consequences.

7. Extra Help:
I am available for extra help most days after school.  Please Do Not hesitate to ask 
for help (that is why I am here). If for some reason you need to meet at another time 
please just let me know ahead of time and I will do what I can to meet with you.

8. Contact Me: 
I look forward to the upcoming year and I believe that it is important to keep contact 

with parents and guardians as well as with the students.  Therefore, feel free to 
contact me at the high-school 987-3050 (room 109) or by email at (jmita@wvcsd.org) 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4. The AP World History Exam Format

The exam will consist of the following sections:

Section I: Part A 

Multiple Choice — 55 Questions | 55 Minutes | 40% of Exam Score

Section I: Part B

Short Answer — 3 Questions | 40 Minutes | 20% of Exam Score

Students will choose between two options for the final required short-answer 
question, each one focusing on a different time period.

Question 1 (required): periods 3-6
Question 2 (required): periods 3-6

Students choose between Question 3, periods 1-3, and Question 4, periods 4-6

Section II: Part A

Document Based — 1 Question | 60 Minutes (includes 15-minute reading period) | 
25% of Exam Score

Will focus on topics from periods 3-6

Section II: Part B

Long Essay — 1 Question | 40 Minutes | 15% of Exam Score

The question choices will focus on the same theme and skill students can select 
among three options, each focusing on a different range of time periods:

Option 1: periods 1-2
Option 2: periods 3-4
Option 3: periods 5-6

AP WORLD HISTORY        SYLLABUS  2018-2019                                              PAGE  4



**PARENTS/ GUARDIANS IMPORTANT INFORMATION:**

PLEASE EMAIL ME AT: 
jmita@wvcsd.org

If you would like me to contact you through email this year.  Please send me an email from the 
account that is best for contacting you this year.  Please provide the name of the student you 
are the parent/guardian of in the subject line.

Thank You.

Mr. Mita

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN IT BY

AP WORLD HISTORY:  Mr. Mita
I have read, understand, and agree to the AP World History Syllabus for the 2018 - 2019 

school year. 

STUDENT 

Student’s Name PRINTED

Period:

Student Signature:

DATE:

PARENT/ GUARDIAN

Parent/Guardian Name 
PRINTED

Parent/Guardian 
Signature 

DATE:
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5. Units of Study 

PERIOD 1: Technological and Environmental Transformations to c. 600 B.C.E. 

Key Concept 1.1 
The term big geography draws attention to the global nature of world history. 

Throughout the Paleolithic period, humans migrated from Africa to Eurasia, Australia, 
and the Americas. Early humans were mobile and creative in adapting to different 
geographical settings from savanna to desert to tundra. Humans also developed 

varied and sophisticated technologies.  

Key Concept 1.2 
In response to warming climates at the end of the last Ice Age, about 10,000 years 
ago, some groups adapted to the environment in new ways, while others remained 

hunter-foragers. Settled agriculture appeared in several different parts of the world. The 
switch to agriculture created a more reliable, but not necessarily more diversified, food 
supply. Farmers also affected the environment through cultivation of selected plants to 

the exclusion of others, the construction of irrigation systems, and the use of 
domesticated animals for food and labor. Populations increased; village life developed, 

followed by urban life with all its complexity. Patriarchy and forced-labor systems 
developed, giving elite men concentrated power. Pastoralism emerged in parts of 

Africa and Eurasia. Like agriculturalists, pastoralists tended to be more socially  
stratified than hunter-foragers. Pastoralists’ mobility facilitated technology transfers 

through their interaction with settled populations.  

Key Concept 1.3 
About 5,000 years ago, urban societies developed, laying the foundations for the first 

civilizations. The term civilization is normally used to designate large societies with 
cities and powerful states. While there were many differences between civilizations, 
they also shared important features. They all produced agricultural surpluses that 
permitted significant specialization of labor. All civilizations contained cities and 

generated complex institutions, including political bureaucracies, armies, and religious 
hierarchies. They also featured clearly stratified social hierarchies and organized long-

distance trading relationships. Economic exchanges intensified within and between 
civilizations, as well as with nomadic pastoralists.  

As populations grew, competition for surplus resources, especially food, led to greater 
social stratification, specialization of labor, increased trade, more complex systems of 

government and religion, and the development of record keeping. As civilizations 
expanded, people had to balance their need for more resources with environmental 

constraints. Finally, the accumulation of wealth in settled communities spurred warfare 
between communities and/ or with pastoralists; this violence drove the development of 

new technologies of war and urban defense.  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PERIOD 2: Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies 
c. 600 B.C.E. to c. 600 C.E. 

Key Concept 2.1 
As states and empires increased in size, and contacts between regions multiplied, 

people transformed their religious and cultural systems. Religions and belief systems 
provided a social bond and an ethical code to live by. These shared beliefs also in 

uenced and reinforced political, economic, and occupational strati cation. Religious 
and political authority often merged as rulers (some of whom were considered divine) 
used religion, along with military and legal structures, to justify their rule and ensure its 

continuation. Religions and belief systems also generated con ict, partly because 
beliefs and practices varied greatly within and among societies.  

Key Concept 2.2  
As the early states and empires grew in number, size, and population, they frequently 

competed for resources and came into con ict with one another. In quest of land, 
wealth, and security, some empires expanded dramatically. In doing so, they built 

powerful military machines and administrative institutions that were capable of 
organizing human activities over long distances, and they created new groups of 

military and political elites to manage their a airs. As these empires expanded their 
boundaries, they also faced the  

need to develop policies and procedures to govern their relationships with ethnically 
and culturally diverse populations, sometimes to integrate them within an imperial 
society and sometimes to exclude them. In some cases, the successes of these 

empires created further problems. By expanding their boundaries too far, they created 
political, cultural, and administrative di culties that they could not manage. They also 
experienced environmental, social, and economic problems when they over-utilized 
their lands and subjects and when disproportionate wealth became concentrated in 

the hands of privileged classes.  

Key Concept 2.3 
With the organization of large-scale empires, the volume of long-distance trade 

increased dramatically. Much of this trade resulted from the demand for raw materials 
and luxury goods. Land and water routes linked many regions of the Eastern 

Hemisphere. The exchange of people, technology, religious and cultural beliefs, food 
crops, domesticated animals, and disease pathogens developed alongside the trade 
in goods across extensive networks of communication and exchange. In the Americas 

and Oceania, localized networks developed.  
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PERIOD 3: Regional and Interregional Interactions c. 600 C.E. to c. 1450 

Key Concept 3.1 
Although Afro–Eurasia and the Americas remained separate from one another, this era 

witnessed a deepening and widening of networks of human interaction within and 
across regions. The results were unprecedented concentrations of wealth and the 

intensification of cross-cultural exchanges. Innovations in transportation, state policies, 
and mercantile practices contributed to the expansion and development of commercial 

networks, which in turn served as conduits for cultural, technological, and biological 
diffusion within and between various societies. Pastoral or nomadic groups played a 

key role in creating and sustaining these networks. Expanding networks fostered 
greater interregional exchanges while at the same time sustaining regional diversity. 

Islam, a new monotheistic religion, spread quickly through practices of trade, warfare, 
and the diffusion that was characteristic of this period.  

Key Concept 3.2 
State formation in this era demonstrated remarkable continuity, innovation, and diversity 

in various regions. In Afro–Eurasia, some states attempted, with differing degrees of 
success, to preserve or revive imperial structures, while smaller, less centralized states 

continued to develop. The expansion of Islam introduced 
a new concept—the caliphate—to Afro–Eurasian statecraft. Pastoral peoples in Eurasia 
built powerful and distinctive empires that integrated people and institutions from both 
the pastoral and agrarian worlds. In the Americas, powerful states developed in both 

Mesoamerica and the Andean region.  

Key Concept 3.3 
Changes in trade networks resulted from and stimulated increasing productive 

capacity, with important implications for social and gender structures and 
environmental processes. Productivity rose in both agriculture and industry. Rising 

productivity supported population growth and urbanization but also strained 
environmental resources and at times caused dramatic demographic swings.  

Shifts in production and the increased volume of trade also stimulated new labor 
practices, including adaptation of existing patterns of free and coerced labor. Social 

and gender structures evolved in response to these changes.  
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PERIOD 4: Global Interactions c. 1450 to c. 1750 
Key Concept 4.1 

The interconnection of the Eastern and Western Hemispheres made possible by 
transoceanic voyaging marked a key transformation of this period. Technological 

innovations helped make transoceanic connections possible. Changing patterns of long-
distance trade included the global circulation of some commodities and the formation of 

new regional markets and financial centers. Increased interregional and global trade 
networks facilitated the spread of religion and other elements of culture as well as the 

migration of large numbers of people. Germs carried to the Americas ravaged the 
indigenous peoples, while the global exchange of crops and animals altered agriculture, 

diets, and populations around the planet.  

Key Concept 4.2 
Although the world’s productive systems continued to be heavily centered on agricultural 

production throughout this period, major changes occurred in agricultural labor, the 
systems and locations of manufacturing, gender and social structures, and environmental 
processes. Adapting to the Little Ice Age, farmers increased agricultural productivity by 

introducing new crops and using new methods in crop-and- eld rotation. Economic growth 
also depended on new forms of manufacturing and new commercial patterns, especially 

in long-distance trade. Political and economic centers within regions shifted, and 
merchants’ social status tended to rise in various states. Demographic growth—even in 

areas such as the Americas, where disease had ravaged the population—was restored by 
the 18th century and surged in many regions, especially with the introduction of American 
food crops throughout the Eastern Hemisphere. The Columbian Exchange led to new ways 

of humans interacting with their environments. New forms of coerced and semi-coerced 
labor emerged in Europe, Africa, and the Americas, and affected ethnic and racial 

classifications and gender roles.  

Key Concept 4.3 
Empires expanded and conquered peoples around the world, but they often had 
difficulties incorporating culturally, ethnically, and religiously diverse subjects and 

administrating widely dispersed territories. Agents of the European powers moved into 
existing trade networks around the world. In Africa and the greater Indian Ocean, nascent 
European empires consisted mainly of interconnected trading posts and enclaves. In the 

Americas, European empires moved more quickly to settlement and territorial control, 
responding to local demographic and commercial conditions.  

Moreover, the creation of European empires in the Americas quickly fostered a new 
Atlantic exchange network that included the transatlantic slave trade and transpacific 

exchange network. Around the world, empires and states of varying sizes pursued 
strategies of centralization, including more efficient taxation systems that placed strains on 
peasant producers, sometimes prompting local rebellions. Rulers used public displays of 
art and architecture to legitimize state power. African states shared certain characteristics 

with larger Eurasian empires. Changes in African and global trading patterns strengthened 
some West and Central African states, especially on the coast; this led to the rise of new 

states and contributed to the decline of states on both the coast and in the interior. 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PERIOD 5: Industrialization and Global Integration c. 1750 to c. 1900 

Key Concept 5.1 
Industrialization fundamentally altered the production of goods around the world. It not 
only changed how goods were produced and consumed and what was considered a 
“good,” it also had far-reaching effects on the global economy, social relations, and 
culture. Although it is common to speak of the “Industrial Revolution,” the process of 

industrialization was a gradual one that unfolded over the course of the 18th and 19th 
centuries, eventually becoming global.  

Key Concept 5.2 
As states industrialized during this period, they also expanded their existing overseas 
colonies and established new types of colonies and transoceanic empires. Regional 
warfare and diplomacy both resulted in and were affected by this process of modern 
empire building. The process was led mostly by Europe, although not all states were 

affected equally, which led to an increase of European influence around the world. The 
United States and Japan also participated in this process. The growth of new empires 

challenged the power of existing land-based empires of Eurasia. New ideas about 
nationalism, race, gender, class, and culture also developed that facilitated the spread 
of transoceanic empires, and in some cases justified anti-imperial resistance and the 

formation of new national identities. 

Key Concept 5.3 
The 18th century marked the beginning of an intense period of revolution and rebellion 
against existing governments and the establishment of new nation-states around the 

world. Enlightenment thought and the resistance of colonized peoples to imperial 
centers shaped this revolutionary activity. These rebellions sometimes resulted in the 
formation of new states and stimulated the development of new ideologies, including 

an increasing insistence on self-rule and pursuit of democracy in a number of 
instances. These new ideas in turn led to the revolutionary and anti-imperial 

movements of this period.  

Key Concept 5.4 
Migration patterns changed dramatically throughout this period, and the numbers of 

migrants increased significantly. These changes were closely connected to the 
development of transoceanic empires and a global capitalist economy. In some cases, 
people bene ted economically from migration, while other people were seen simply as 
commodities to be transported. Migration produced dramatically different sending and 
receiving societies, and it presented challenges to governments in fostering national 

identities and regulating the flow of people.  
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PERIOD 6: Accelerating Global Change and Realignments c. 1900 to the 
PRESENT 

Key Concept 6.1 
Rapid advances in science altered the understanding of the universe and the 
natural world and led to the development of new technologies. These changes 

enabled unprecedented population growth, which altered how humans interacted 
with the environment and disrupted ecological balances at local, regional, and 

global levels. 

Key Concept 6.2 
At the beginning of the 20th century, a European-dominated global political order 

existed, which also included the United States, Russia, and Japan. Over the course 
of the century, peoples and states around the world challenged this order in ways 

that sought to redistribute power within the existing order and to restructure 
empires, while those peoples and states in power attempted to maintain the status 
quo. Other peoples and states sought to overturn the political order itself. These 

challenges to, and the attempts to maintain, the political order manifested 
themselves in an unprecedented level of conflict with high human casualties. In the 
context of these conflicts, many regimes in both older and newer states struggled 

with maintaining political stability and were challenged by internal and external 
factors, including ethnic and religious conflicts, secessionist movements, territorial 

partitions, economic dependency, and the legacies of colonialism.  

Key Concept 6.3 
The 20th century witnessed a great deal of warfare and the collapse of the global 

economy in the 1930s. In response to these challenges, the role of the state in 
domestic economies fluctuated, and new institutions of global governance emerged 

and continued to develop throughout the century. Scientific breakthroughs, new 
technologies, increasing levels of integration, changing relationships between 

humans and the environment, and the frequency of political conflict all contributed 
to global developments in which people crafted new understandings of society, 

culture, and historical interpretations. Institutions of global governance both shaped 
and adapted to these social conditions. 
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AP World History Themes Definitions 
Theme 1: Interaction Between Humans and the Environment (ENV) 

1 Migrations   Movement of people and their impacts

2 Science/ Technology   Ideas, inventions and their impact

3 Human-Geography 
Interaction   People’s interaction/adaptation to their geographic surroundings

4 Ecological Diffusion   Spreading of crops, animals, and diseases

5 Ecological Effects   The influence of environmental factors such as geography, climate, & diseases 

6 Societal Structures    Ways in which societies are primally organized foraging/nomadic, sedentary/agricultural, pastoral, &    
   or urban/industrialized  

Theme 2: Development and Interaction of Cultures (CUL)
7 Belief Systems   Spiritual, religious, &/or ideological systems of belief &/or moral codes 

8 Tolerance/ Intolerance   Allow/ disallow a group to maintain its identity 

9 Ethnocentrism   Evaluating other cultures according to the preconceptions of one’s own: believe that your culture is  
  superior

10 Cultural Diffusion   Spread and/or blending of an idea/ technology over a wide area

11 Syncretism   Blending of ideas from different regions that results in something new 

12 Golden Age   A period of significant achievements within a particular civilization (art, math, architecture, science, and  
  technology)

13 Collective Learning  Preserving & building upon information to create entirely new forms of complexity
Theme 3:  State Building, Expansion, and Conflict (SB)

14  Impact of the Individual   A single person’s importance in history 

15 Political Structures   Governmental ideologies/ systems & legal codes

16 Power & Authority   Methods a government uses to express or reinforce their power

17 Propaganda   Information presented in a biased or misleading way to promote or publicize a particular view point  
  and/or cause. 

18 Imperialism   Political, economic, social, or cultural dominance by a more powerful culture or people upon a weaker 
  culture or people

19 Conflict   Regional or Cross-Regional war, battle, opposition and/or disagreement

20 Human Agency   The impact of choices made by groups or individuals 

21 Nationalism   Extreme pride in one’s nation and/or the development of a national identity 

22 Self-Determination   The right of a nation/people to determine its own form of government without outside  influence

23 Turning Point   A transition that impacts millions/billions of people

24 Revolution   A fundamental change that alters established values/methods 

25 Southernization   Diffusion of ideas from South and Southeast Asia throughout the world  

26 Westernization   Diffusion of western culture throughout the globe

27 Globalization   Worldwide connections/ exchanges creating interdependency 
Themes 4: Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems (ECON)

28 Labor System   Relating to various types of work/workers 

29 Economic Structure   A system/ methods of interaction relating to trade

30 Long Distance Trade   Cross-Regional movements of goods
Theme 5: Development and Transformation on Social Structures (SOL)

31 Social Darwinism   Applying Darwin’s ideas of survival of the fittest to societies/cultures 
32 Social Hierarchy   Various groups that that make up a social class system or an political/ economic structure 
33 Genocide   The intent to destroy a racial, ethnic or religious group
34 Human Rights Violations   Denial of basic rights 
35 Contingency   The importance of chance/luck throughout history 
36 Continuity / Change   Consistency throughout history / Shift in history 



AP WORLD HISTORY THINKING SKILLS:

1) Theme: Categorize the field of world history through themes and 
identify specific examples.

2) Analysis: Detailed examination of the historical events and sources.
  

3) Interpretation: Understanding the various types of questions historians 
ask, and the way in which their work is shaped by particular circumstances 

and contexts. 

4) Synthesis:  Making meaningful and persuasive historical and/or cross-
disciplinary connections between a given historical issue and other 

historical contexts, periods, themes, or disciplines. 

5) Argumentation: Supporting historical arguments with relevant evidence.  

6) Multiple Perspectives:  Understand that world and historical outlooks 
are not universally shared.

7)  Values Identification: Determine what is important to a given culture or 
peoples.

8) Contextualization: Connecting historical events and processes to 
specific circumstances of time and place as well as broader regional, 

national, or global processes. 

9) Periodization: Determining a coherence of time and place that 
characterizes a historical period.

10) Compare:   Analyzing similarity and difference.

11) Continuity and Change: Recognizing patterns of consistency and 
change throughout history.

 
12) Causation: Understanding the complex cause and effect relationship 

among events across time and place. 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AP WORLD HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS 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SKILL 1: ANALYZING HISTORICAL SOURCES AND EVIDENCE 
 The way in which sources (primary & secondary) shape the way we understand history.     

WE WILL ANALYZE: GOAL: OBJECTIVITY 

 1) Primary sources (written documents, works 
of art, archaeological artifacts, oral traditions, 
and others) to draw conclusions about their 

relevance to different historical issues.  

2) Secondary sources to evaluate ways the 
past has been interpreted. 

Understand how the authorship, point of view, 
purpose, audience, and format or medium of a 
source can impact the usefulness, reliability, 

and limitations of the source as historical 
evidence. 

Understand the questions historians ask, as 
well as considering how the particular 

circumstances and contexts in which individual 
historians work and write shape their 

interpretations of past events and historical 
evidence. 

SKILL 2: MAKING HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS
Taking into account the ways in which history is shaped by time, place, and perspective.

WE WILL COMPARE: GOAL: SYNTHESIS

Multiple perspectives on a given historical 
event in order to draw conclusions about that 
event keeping in mind the importance of time, 

place, and perspective.

Making meaningful and persuasive historical 
and/or cross-disciplinary connections between 

a given historical issue and other historical 
contexts, periods, themes, or disciplines.

SKILL 3: CHRONOLOGICAL REASONING
Recognizing connections and patterns across time and place.   

WE WILL EVALUATE: GOAL: CONTINUITY AND CHANGE

1) Causation throughout history recognizing 
periods of continuity and change in the overall 

historical narrative.    

2) The choices historians have made in 
periodizing history. 

Recognize, analyze, and evaluate the 
dynamics of historical continuity and change 

while relating these patterns to larger historical 
processes or themes.  

SKILL 4:CREATING AND SUPPORTING A HISTORICAL ARGUMENT 
Making an historical argument based on evidence. 

WE WILL CREATE: GOAL: CLAIM

1)  Historical arguments supported by relevant 
evidence. 

2) Support arguments that have examined 
multiple pieces of evidence in concert with 

each other, noting contradictions, 
corroborations, and other relationships among 

sources.

A persuasive historical argument with a precise 
and defensible thesis supported by rigorous 

analysis of relevant and diverse historical 
evidence.
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Comparison: 
Analyzing similarity and difference 

Historical Questions: Why we do it: Example: 

How is one development like/ 
unlike another development 

from the same time/a different 
time?  

Why did an event or 
development affect different 

groups in different ways?  

How does a viewpoint (from a 
historical actor or historian) 
compare with another when 

discussing the same event or 
historical development? 

BIG PICTURE: 
Helps to make sense of the 
larger story when we see 

specific events or 
developments, in a 

comparative context. 

PERSPECTIVE:
 Helps to understand  

the complexity of historical 
change, since different groups  
in society often have different 

experiences of the same 
event or same development.  

SOURCES:
Take into account differences 
among sources, both primary 

and secondary. 

 Comparing the causes and 
consequences of the declines 
of the Han and Roman empires 

can facilitate a deeper 
understanding of the individual 

empires as well as 
developments in East Asia and 

the Mediterranean in their 
aftermath.

Contextualization: 
Connecting historical events and processes to specific circumstances of time and place as 

well as broader regional, national, or global processes. 
Historical Questions: Why we do it: Example: 

What was happening at the 
time the event happened or the 

document was created that 
might have had an influence?  

What was happening at the 
specific place where an event 
occurred? In the country as a 
whole? In the larger region? In 

the world?  

How does a specific event 
relate to larger processes? 
How do larger processes 
shape a specific event? 

BIG PICTURE:
Helps to understand why events 

happened the way they did.  
This is different from 

causation in that the context of 
an event often influences its 

course, even if it did not cause 
the event.  

PERSPECTIVE:
Context can operate on many 

different levels, from the local to 
the global.  

SOURCES: 
Context is crucial in making 
sense of primary sources.  
Source may have different 

meanings in different contexts; 
for example, when read by the 

wealthy or the poor, or by 
people in different countries or 

time periods. 

The violence, dislocation, and 
instability associated with the 

fall of the Han and Roman 
empires provides important 

context for understanding the 
appeal and spread of religions 
such as Mahayana Buddhism 

and Christianity. 

 To more deeply comprehend 
the travel narratives of Ibn 

Battuta, we need to understand 
the intellectual and cultural 

currents of his time and 
circumstance to understand 

both what he states and 
chooses not to tell the reader.
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Causation:
 Understanding the complex cause and effect relationship among events across time and 

place.  
Historical Questions: Why we do it: Example: 

What were the reasons for this 
event? What factors 

contributed to a specific  
pattern or trend? What 

prompted this person/group to 
act/react this way?  

What resulted from this event, 
pattern, or action? What  

were the short-term effects? 
What were the long-term 

effects?  

What cause seemed to be the 
most significant? What effect 

seemed to be the most 
significant and why?  

How do the assessments of 
historians concerning 

causation differ from those 
who experienced the event, 

pattern, or action?  

How might the 
chain of cause and effect 

have changed and at what 
point? What causes were 
contingent on previous 
effects? What individual 

choice(s) made a significant 
difference in the lead up to a 

particular event or trend? Was 
there a moment of chance that 

influenced the chain of 
events? 

BIG PICTURE: 
Every event, pattern or trend, or 
action has a cause—a reason 

or set of reasons why it 
happened. More than simply 

arranging events in 
chronological order; we seek to 

understand why things 
happened, as well as what 
effect an event, pattern or 

trend, or action had.  

Most events, actions, or trends 
have many causes; we will 
seek to identify the most 

significant short- and long-term 
causes and effects. 

PERSPECTIVE:
Significance can be 

understood in different ways. 
Sometimes, the most significant 

causes and effects are those 
that are the most direct. 

Sometimes, they are defined as 
those that contributed the most. 

Other times, we will look for 
specific types of causes and 

effects, such as political 
causes or economic effects. 

 Additionally, historians 
understand that events are not 

the result of predetermined 
outcomes or inevitable 

progress. They recognize that 
all events are contingent on 
many factors, from individual 

choices to unforeseeable 
events. 

Focusing on contingency, 
historians explore concepts of 
agency and individual action 

when discussing the 
significance of a particular 

cause or effect. 

WWII 

Multiple Causation:  

The economic downturn in the 
late 1920s led directly a loss 

of faith in capitalist 
democracies & to the rise of 
totalitarian governments in 

western Europe.  

The harsh terms of the Treaty 
of Versailles at the end of WWI 
created conditions for the rise 

of Hitler in Germany. 

Appeasement on the part of 
much of the world to German 

aggression in the 1930s 
emboldened Hitler & others to 

imperialize. 

Effect:  

Continuation of aggressive 
military actions of Hitler (ex. 
invasion of Poland) directly 
led to the start WWII & the 
deadliest conflict in human 

history.  



Continuity and change: 
Recognizing patterns of consistency and change throughout history.

Historical Questions: Why we do it: Example: 

What has changed within a 
specific time period? 

What has remained the same 
within a specific time period? 

What can explain why some 
things have changed and 

others have not? 

How are continuity and 
change represented in 

different types of sources, for 
example, in graphs, charts, 

political cartoons, and texts? 
What might be the reasons 

behind different depictions of 
continuity and change?

BIG PICTURE: 
Discussions of cause and 

effect focus on change, but 
both change and continuity 
are important to historians.  

PERSPECTIVE:
Some of the most interesting 

questions that historians 
investigate ask why, at the 

same moment in history, some 
things change while others do 

not.  

Even in moments of 
tremendous change, such as 
the fall of the Roman Empire, 

for most people who lived 
through it, attitudes 

concerning the family and 
gender roles remained the 

same.

Periodization:
A coherence of time and place that characterizes a historical period.

Historical Questions: Why we do it: Example: 

When discussing a period of 
history, what are the specific  

dates or years chosen to 
begin and end the period? 

Why were these dates 
chosen? 

What are the common 
characteristics of a time 

period identified by historians 
(e.g., “the Renaissance” or 

“the second industrial 
revolution”)?

BIG PICTURE:
In order to identify significant 

patterns of continuity and 
change, historians organize the 
past into specific periods that 

share a set of common 
characteristics.  

These periods begin and end 
with what historians consider 

turning points, or dates when a 
number of important and long- 

lasting changes can be 
identified.  

 Periodization requires 
identifying the set of common 
characteristics that define a 

period and assessing the 
significance of dates chosen to 

begin and end the period.

1350, 1450, or 1492?  

1750, 1789, or 1800?  

1900 or 1914?  

All can be debated as turning 
points in world history.
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Synthesis:  
Making meaningful and persuasive historical and/or cross-disciplinary connections 
between a given historical issue and other historical contexts, periods, themes, or 

disciplines.
Historical Questions: Why we do it: Example: 

What connections can be 
made between a given 

historical issue and related 
developments in a different 

historical context, 
geographical area, period, or 

era, including the present? 

What connections can be 
made between different 
course themes and/ or 

approaches to history (such 
as political, economic, social, 
cultural, or intellectual) for a 

given historical issue? 

What insights from a different 
discipline or field of inquiry 

can we incorporate to better 
understand a given historical 

issue?  

BIG PICTURE: 
Considering the different ways 

in which global phenomena 
informed regional & local 

developments & practices at 
different times can helps us 

understand the bigger story of 
world history. 

PERSPECTIVE:
By understanding that multiple 

factors influence historical 
events we gain a clearer 

understanding of the event.   

History is an interdisciplinary 
course in that much of what we 
understand about history is a 

result of combing other 
disciplines. By incorporating 

knowledge from other 
disciplines (e.g., anthropology, 

archaeology, art history, 
demography, economics, 

linguistics) we gain a greater 
understanding of factors that 

contributed to a historical 
event. 

  

COMPARE:  
After studying long-distance 

overseas migration in the 19th 
century, we could also 

compare major ways in which 
this was different than long-

distance overseas migration in 
the 18th century. 

In the Islamic gunpowder 
empires cultural practices of 
the Sunni’s in the empires of 
the Mughal and Ottoman, & 
Shia practice in the Safavid 

Empire created political 
differences in their Islamic 

empires.  

INTERDISCIPLINARY:
Using both archaeological & 
linguistic evidence we could  
supports claims about the 

timing and extent of the Bantu 
migrations. 

Combining scientific 
understandings of the 
environment we could 

understand why & where early 
civilizations developed around 

the world.  


